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Just One Thing Series 
THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS 

Finding Our Worth in the Gospel of Jesus

- “Just one thing: Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Phi 1:27). 

- Charges the local church (1:27-30).


• Realize the Lord’s purpose for you in this world: Conduct yourselves as a unified, 
corporate declaration of the good news (the Gospel) - that news being: “Jesus saves 
sinners.” 


- “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship 
with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by thinking the same way, having 
the same love, sharing the same feelings, focusing on one goal. Do nothing out of rivalry 
or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone 
should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others” (Phi 
2:1-4). 

- Charges individuals of those who make up the local church (2:1-4).


• Explains to us, the church (the people), how to ‘live a life worthy of the Gospel.’ Given 
there is Gospel-flavored fruit among you (love, mercy, joy) - realize that the purpose of that 
fruit is for the good of one another and the glory of God.


The Hinge-Point Between Heaven & Earth

- “Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus.”(2:5). 

- Not possible for us to make our attitude like Jesus.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit renewing 
us, making our desires new (reflected in Colossians 3:1-10).


- “So if you have been raised with the Messiah, seek (desire) what is above, where the 
Messiah is, seated at the right hand of God” (Col 3:1).


- “You are being renewed (made new through the Holy Spirit) in knowledge according to the 
image of your Creator” (Col 3:10).


- Our desires reveal our true nature - either a sinful nature (flesh) that intends to practice sin or 
a renewed nature (Holy Spirit) that intends to practice righteousness.
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Attitude of Jesus

- “…who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to 

be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a 
bondservant, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His 
external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death — even to 
death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow — of those who are 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth — and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phi 2:6-11). 

“…who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be 
used for His own advantage.” 

- He did not use His God-given identity or strength as a way to make Himself elite or to 
strong-arm others (Rom 15:1-3a).


- “Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a bondservant, taking on the 
likeness of men.” 

- Bondservant: to hollow out one’s life, filling it with the need of another (i.e. Ruth).  


- He willingly laid aside His reputation and privilege to bind himself to our need, in order to 
serve us in His strength.  


- Results in the glory of the one who sends the bondservant. The benefit is that the glory of 
the One who comes cultivates throughout those who submit to the bondservant’s service 
and identity (i.e. John 8:12).


Living Worthy of the Gospel is Holding Firmly to the Message of Life

- “So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but 

now even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it 
is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire (Ps 119:37) and to work out His 
good purpose.  Do everything without grumbling and arguing, so that you may be 
blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted 
generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world. Hold firmly to the message of 
life” (Phi 2:12-16). 

- “…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who is working in 
you, enabling you both to desire (Ps 119:37) and to work out His good purpose.”  

- Working out our own salvation is our expression of worship.  With fear, because God 
secures us by filling our capacity to fear; with trembling, because the Holy Spirit’s 
conviction causes us to shudder at the thought of engaging again a practice of sin.

�2


