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Life & The Kingdom 
Matthew 7:1-6: Our Disposition Toward Others


What We Know About Life & The Kingdom


- Matthew 7 offers some of the most pointed words in all of the Bible, in my opinion. 
When we struggle to take in pointed truths, it helps when we understand why it is 
necessary they exist and how they fit into our lives. Let’s begin with what we know 
about the Kingdom from earlier references in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.


- The Kingdom of God belongs to the poor in spirit (5:3).


• The Kingdom of God belongs to the poor in spirit. The Poor in Spirit realize that they 
can no longer trust the counsel of their own heart (our thought-life; our emotions). 
Thus, in repentance, declaring we need to be rescued from ourselves (sinful nature), 
we profess Jesus as Lord, submitting to the counsel of His Holy Spirit. There’s been 
a shift of authority in us, from the sin-tainted spirit of this world, to the Spirit of His 
holiness. 

- Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commands and teaches people 
to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven (5:20).


• Some are greater and lesser in the Kingdom of God based on their handling of 
God’s Word and law. 

- Seek the Kingdom of God & His righteousness, first (6:33).


• What we cultivate throughout our lives reveals what authority we are under. Seeking 
the Kingdom first totally shifts our reason for living because a shift of authority has 
taken place in our lives. 

• Our lives are either under the rule of the Kingdom of God or ‘dominion of 
darkness’ (Colossians 1:13). 

• Out of our disposition then flows our deeds. 
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Disposition & Character (7:1)


• When our disposition encounters external things (people & problems), our character 
is then created and revealed. In his studies from the Sermon on the Mount, 
Chambers relates it this way: “No person is born with character; we make our own 
character.  When a person is born from above, they receive a new disposition, but not 
a new character.  Neither naturally nor supernaturally are we born with character.  
Character is what a person makes out of their disposition as it comes into contact 
with external things” (O. Chambers). 

• What Chambers is pointing out to us it that our critical disposition, which is the result 
of sin, corrupts us. So, in Matthew 7:1: 


• Jesus is identifying that, due to sin natures, we all have a critical disposition.


• From that critical disposition, flows judgment.


• When our critical disposition meets external things, we then judge.


• Criticism and judgment are key ingredients for forming relationships in our lives. We 
judge others because we are attempting to:


• Preserve ourselves: If to preserve ourselves, then we have criticized a person for 
their lifestyle, making a judgment against them, and how to move forward in life 
without them. 

• Deal with our own inferiority:   If it’s because we feel inferior to someone and we 
want them in our lives, we critique them until we find a flaw in them. Finding out 
their imperfect makes us feel better about ourselves. If our critique comes up empty, 
we will turn our criticism onto ourselves. 

• It is also important to note that Judgment is part of the Christian life. Scripture tells 
us to: “Test Spirits”; “Evaluate fruits.”


• Though we are instructed to make judgments, we are never instructed to be critical 
of others.


• Rather, judgment of Christians comes from a place of discernment from the 
disposition of the Holy Spirit.


• In our new, God-given life, The Holy Spirit changes our critical disposition into a 
compassionate disposition.


�2



HIGHLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH Sunday, October 1, 2017

From Criticism to Compassion (Vs. 2-5)


• Compassion counts in the Kingdom.  In Matthew 7:2, Jesus says: “Why do you look 
at the speck in your brother’s eye but don’t notice the log in your own eye?”


• Jesus acknowledges that both have something in their eye - no one is off the hook.


• In the life of the believer, a shift from criticism to compassion toward those in the 
wrong is Godly fruit - not being speck or log free.


• Criticism may prove we’re right, but does not produce righteousness.


• Compassion and mercy reveal the righteousness of Christ in our relationships.  


• Peter asks Jesus about forgiveness in relationships. Jesus responds by telling Peter 
to always seek to be compassionate and forgive offenders. Jesus uses the Parable of 
the Unforgiving Slave (Matthew 18:21-35) to explain compassion in the Kingdom of 
God.


• This parable serves a direct connection to Jesus’ point from the Sermon on the 
Mount: “For with the judgment you use, you will be judged, and with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you.”


• However, the parable also shows us that the inverse must be true: “For the 
compassion you use, you will be shown, and the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.”


• Highland, seek out ways to be merciful, to be generous and compassionate (James 
2:17; Philippians 4:5; Colossians 3:17; Galatians 6:2).


Pigs, Pearls, Hounds & Holiness (Vs. 6)


This verse serves as “the boundary” of our compassion toward others. It is in the Holy 
Spirit alone that we can discern “pigs and dogs - this boundary.” Reason being, the 
human heart is sick with sin and desperately wicked, realize that it cannot discern “pigs 
and dogs.” Therefore the Holy Spirit must apply this truth - not the human heart.


Knowing that, Jesus is acknowledging that His words reflect a hurt that is in the heart 
of God. When we submit to Jesus as Lord, and we receive the Holy Spirit, we share in 
the afflictions of the heart of God (Col. 1:24). As Jesus utters these words, he knows: 
It’s God’s desire that none should perish, but some will. He came to save the world, not 
condemn it, but some will choose condemnation. He knows that He will become the 
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offering that makes things right between God and mankind, yet many will reject Him, 
and trample upon Him.


“What is Holy”: Following a sacrifice, dogs would devour the meat used, paying no 
attention to its sacredness or purpose.


The dogs symbolize the wicked who take in His teachings/ministry, but simply take 
advantage of what’s available for their own ends, placing no value on the teachings or 
Who offered them.


Pearls were used to represent priceless teachings by first century teachers.


In this passage, pearls represent Jesus, and His teachings.


Pigs are known to be unclean animals and they also will eat spoiled foods. They 
represent those who are unclean because they do not care to distinguish the difference 
between precious foods (pearls) and spoiled foods (sinful, wrong teachings).


In this allegory, Jesus is not focusing on the fact that the pigs are unclean or that the 
dogs are mangy, He is focusing on what they are doing (their intent) with the message 
being offered to them.  Two things:


• This group is called: The Foolish (Proverbs 9:7-9: the hard-hearted, the mockers). 
Anyone can fit into this group: the rich, the poor, the educated, the uneducated, 
friends or foes. 

• “The Holy Spirit shift” in us: Instead of handling the foolish with criticism, we handle 
them with Holy Spirit’s bold compassion and discernment. 

Pulling from a scene in the Gospel of John, Jesus  6:1-13: Jesus feeds the 5,000, 
caring for “pigs, dogs and sheep.”


John 6:14-15: Knowing that some were wanting to use him for their own ends, Jesus 
withdrew again, seeking discernment.


Jesus then responds to the “hungry” crowd of pigs and dogs with discernment, not 
criticism (6:25-33).


John 6:26: When seeming to want Jesus because He’s God, Jesus candidly responds: 
“I assure you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs, but the because 
you ate the loaves and were filled.”


John 6:32: When offering no appreciation for God’s provision and offering religiously 
traditional response, Jesus responds: “I assure you, Moses didn't give you the bread 
from heaven, but my Father gives you the real bread from heaven.”
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Application


• Knowing that we are often living out our days around “sheep, pigs and dogs”, we 
must lean into the power of the Holy Spirit at all times, no matter who we encounter.  
It is our purpose to proclaim the goodness of the Gospel in the presence of both the 
repentant sheep and the hard-hearted pigs and dogs. 


• Throughout the Gospel accounts, it was not the intent of Jesus to avoid pigs and 
dogs.  Even in the presence of hard-hearted people who would be considered 
enemies of Jesus, He afforded them the opportunity to hear the truth of the Gospel. 


• The point is that when we know we are weak and we seek the strength of the Holy 
Spirit, we gain a boldness and steadfastness that empowers us to honor the Lord in 
the presence of “sheep, dogs and pigs.”  It is then that we have the discernment of 
the Holy Spirit leading us in each interaction in the presence of all mentioned.


• On a personal note, I have spent my life amongst sheep, dogs and pigs and sought 
to treat each group with consistent kindness and to treat each group in a way that I 
would like to be treated.  In so doing, when I have encountered dogs and pigs who 
are taking advantage of me, I have always asked the Holy Spirit to guide me in my 
counsel to them, for conviction to be revealed in our conversation(s) and for my care 
for them to be even and genuine. The Holy Spirit has remained faithful.  I realize when 
I am in presence of someone who is hard-hearted and is seeking to take advantage 
of me.  But I do not allow their evil desires to change my effort(s) to show them 
compassion and impart to them truth.
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